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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
This edition marks our busy first term drawing to a close and as we prepare for our 
Christmas Break, it is gratifying to reflect on the many fantastic opportunities that have 
been on offer to our young people this session.  This newsletter highlights a selection of 
these, and looks forward to continued success as we move forward together into 2019. 
 
Notable successes include our fantastic PTA Fayre from November of this year which 
raised a tremendous amount of money for our school fund.   As our PTA takes a well-
earned break, we thank them for their outstanding commitment to our school over a 
number of years. 
 
Also featured is information about the wealth of clubs and activities on offer to our young 
people throughout the week and a special insert about our forthcoming activities during 
Christmas Week, 2018.  We thank our school captains for leading this for their peers. 
 
Raising attainment sessions continue to be a positive feature of our provision with planned 
improvements based on pupil feedback to be announced shortly.  These have been ably 
supported by staff across the school an well attended by young people, preparing them for 
their Prelim examination diet.  This week sees S4 pupils complete their Prelim exams with 
the S5/6 diet planned to begin on the 14th January 2019.  We have also planned and 
delivered bespoke study skills and reflection sessions to round off the prelim diet and hope 
that many of our young people will avail themselves of the opportunity to attend these. 
 
One of our considerations this session has been minimising the cost of the school day for 
parents and pupils.  This has entailed funding day trips and experiences wherever possible, 
cutting down on the cost of bespoke curricular provision, offering targeted funding to 
families receiving free school meals and those who intimate that they are on a low income, 
and setting up a committee to explore our policies and provision in this area.  To this end, I 
will shortly be issuing an invitation to parents and pupils who may wish to give us their 
thoughts on this important issue and I would encourage you to get involved.  We would 
love to hear your views. 
 
Thanks you to all parents, pupils and staff who have supported our recent foodbank appeal 
by donating items— your support of this invaluable community service is greatly 
appreciated.  I would also like to thank our staff for donating such lovely gifts to our end of 
term Christmas Raffle for pupils.  We are blessed with such generosity in our community. 
 
I hope that you enjoy reading about our young people and their successes in this edition 
and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our pupils, parents and staff a 
peaceful and very Happy Christmas, and a joyful and prosperous New year in 2019. Thank 
you for your continued support of Kirkintilloch High School. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Maureen Daniel, Head Teacher. 

Head Teacher Update 

Headlines 

2018 

Christmas 

Points of Interest 

 PTA 

 Lunchtime Clubs 

 Christmas Week 

 Raising Attainment 

 Curricular Experiences 

 Competition Success 

 Positive Relationship 

Policy 

 University Support 

 Parent Council Meeting 

 Diary Dates 

 

KHS Twitter 

Follow us 

@kirkintillochhs 

 



3 

 

 
 

A huge thank you to all staff, parents and pupils involved in the Christmas Fayre 
2018 and in particular, our outstanding PTA.  As you will imagine, the evening 
involved many months of planning and co-ordination.  
 
Particular mention must go to Kirsty Gallagher (Chair), Judith French 
(Treasurer), Laura-Anne Fitzpatrick and Jayne Cooke for all of their wonderful 
kindness, dedication and enthusiasm! 
 
Our Christmas Fayre was a great success, well attended despite the unfortunate 
weather conditions, raising a phenomenal total of £1226 for our school 
community, notwithstanding how much enjoyment it brought to enhance our 
school ethos. 

 

By Mrs Davie, DHT 
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This term 23 different subjects in our school have offered lunchtime and after school 
raising attainment sessions.  We are committed to running these learning opportunities 
as it helps our pupils revise, enhances their knowledge of exam technique and gives them 
tips for study success. Some of our pupils have accessed over 20 hours extra help so far!  

These sessions will continue in the new year with new and improved provision to make 
sure all learners are able to access the help they need to keep working hard and 
dreaming big.  

By Miss Eadie, PT Raising Attainment 
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What a wonderful term for our S1 Dancers, it is a joy to watch what they are creating under 
the able leadership of Gemma Colucci in S5. We are looking forward to you creating new 
routines and learning new dance styles in 2019.  

Dance Club takes place after school every Friday evening in the performance space—a 
great way to round off a busy week! 

By Miss Eadie, PT Raising Attainment 
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Recently our S2 cohort studied the topic of food and drink in France. Alongside learning the 
different vocabulary for food and drink, our pupils learned about traditional French foods. To 
help contextualise their learning and to coincide with the Languages for Life and Work 
initiative our S2 were assigned a project – to create a French café.   
Working together, each class designed a logo, came up with a name and a menu. Then, the 
class délégués organised teams who were in charge of creating coasters, invitations, posters, 
placemats, menus and more in French and using their café specific design.   
 
Pupils then applied for the role they would like to perform in the target language and were 
picked by their peers. (hôte/hôtesse, serveur/serveuse, garçon/fille de cuisine and more)  
It was fantastic to see our young people so enthusiastic and offering suggestions about the 
jobs that each role in the café should do.   
Having already written our invitations in French, each class chose a date for the café and 
began to distribute invitations to different teachers around the school. Alongside the written 
invitation, the pupils would invite each teacher in spoken French . 
It was a huge success across the school and our young people worked hard ,had fun and 
made us all proud.                                                          
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On Wednesday 26th September, we 

celebrated European Day of 

Languages in the department. This 

gave our young people the 

opportunity to learn more about 

other European languages and 

traditions.  

Our S1-3 participated enthusiastically 

in class quizzes about other 

languages. The teams were highly 

competitive and had a lot of fun! The 

iPads were booked as well for pupils 

to compete in Kahoot quizzes online 

The Cheese challenge was embraced 

by our pupils – Rachel and Lia were 

the clear winners. What a fun 

experience it was! 

By Mrs Sadek-Kirk, PT Modern 

Languages 
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All our S1 pupils and some S2 have  now a French Penpal.  They were all delighted to receive 
their first letters and learn about their penpals. They  love the fact that they are getting to 
share things about themselves with children in a different school/country! 
 
We have now sent our replies and our pupils took great pride in their work and wrote about 
themselves and their area and hobbies so they had plenty to say. It’s a great way to improve 
and encourage their reading and letter-writing skills. 
 
Our next letter will be about Scottish/ French traditions. 

By Mrs Sadek-Kirk, PT Modern Languages 
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This year all our S1 and S2 classes will get an experience of Mandarin. We welcomed Ms. 

Jiang who will be with us every Tuesday. We have been learning a lot about Chinese 

culture, and we now know how to introduce ourselves in Mandarin and count to 99! It 

has been a joy to watch our young people engage so enthusiastically with the lessons and 

with Ms. Jiang. It has been an excellent opportunity to learn a new language not only for 

S1 and S2, but also for Mrs. Sadek-Kirk and Mr. Gardiner! 

 

Many pupils have been taking advantage of our Mandarin lunchtime club to learn how to 

create traditional Chinese artwork as well as learning how to write Mandarin symbols! A 

big well done to our young people and a huge xièxie to Ms. Jiang. 

By Mrs Sadek-Kirk, PT Modern Languages 
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Congratulations to the current S2 Geography Pupils who 
gained their John Muir Award Level 1. The pupils took 
part in the award over several weeks and Kirkintilloch 
High School has been accredited as a centre to provide 
the John Muir Award to pupils.  S2 pupils studied the life 
of John Muir, his contributions to conservation and 
saving the environment. They explored the natural 
woodland and species within the school and surrounding 
areas. The pupils also took part in various conservation 
techniques to improve the area and promote wildlife 
back to the natural surroundings of the school. They 
also developed many great skills such as team work and 
new friendships.  
 
Well done S2 Geography Pupils. 
 

By Mrs Kennedy, Geography Department 
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On the 24th October, 30 pupils from S3-S6 attended the Scottish premiere of world-

renowned physical theatre company Frantic Assembly’s new play, “The Unreturning”. This 

exciting production was well received by our learners with one declaring, “It was the best 

production they had ever seen”. This was a landmark trip for performing arts as it was the 

first time our new Dance students and Drama students were at the theatre together. 

Studying the same practitioner meant they started to see the commonalities in these 

expressive subjects. A great night was had by all, and it was lovely to see how well the year 

groups interacted when they were dissecting the performance. Here’s to many more 

theatre trips! 

By Miss Eadie, PT Raising Attainment 
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Within the Art & Design department, S1 and S2 students took part in creating artwork to be 
exhibited in the “Exhibition of All Generations Artwork”. 42 S1 and S2 students work were 
chosen to be entered into the competition and exhibited in the newly refurbished 
Kirkintilloch town hall between the 3rd and 4th of November. A prize giving and opening of 
the exhibition was held on the morning of Saturday November 3rd attended by the proud Art 
department, other members of staff and our fantastic prize winners to receive their prizes. 
Every class created super work for the exhibition and, after some stif competition, we were 
very pleased to have several prize winners from S1 and S2! A very big well done to our 
amazing prize winners: 

S1 

1st place - Courtney B 

3rd place - Katie M 

Highly Commended - Lee F 

S2  

1st place - Andrew A 

2nd place - Destiny T 

3rd place - Amber M 

Highly Commended - Danielle L 

 

Congratulations to our amazing prize winners and all of S1 and S2 for their fantastic efforts 
and contributions to their work!  

By Miss Lochrie, Teacher of Art & Design 
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Dialectogram Workshop 
 
Advanced Higher Art and Design pupils had the fabulous opportunity to work with artist 
Mitch Miller and local heritage co-ordinator Jennifer Binnie recently to create work for 
display at the newly refurbished town hall.  Mitch visited the school for a session in which 
pupils were shown his work and encouraged to use drawing as a way to map, communicate 
and visualise a space in a drawing known as a dialectogram.  Mitch was so impressed with 
the pupils' engagement that he invited them to Kirkintilloch Town Hall to  develop their work 
further and be inspired by some of the artifacts on display there.  Pupils really enjoyed the 
chance to work alongside a practising artist and develop a new type of drawing technique 
which we hope they will utilise in their sketchbooks and folio work.  

Portfolio Day at New College Lanarkshire 

In November, S5/6 Art and Design pupils had the opportunity to visit the portfolio day at 
New College Lanarkshire allowing potential art school and college applicants to learn more 
about creating a portfolio and the process of application.  Duncan of Jordanstone College of 
Art and Design hosted the event and pupils were able to view a range of successful portfolios 
and talk to staff about approaches they might take to their own work as well as interview 
skills.  It was a great opportunity to link directly with DJCAD locally to prepare our young 
people for further education as well as inspiring them first hand through the range of work 
on display which will hopefully be reflected in their own Art and Design work.   

By Mrs Leadbeater, PT Art & Design 
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Two popular groups have been running in the Art and Design Department this term.  On a 
Wednesday, Miss Lochrie's S1 Art and Design group have been creating Halloween 
themed art and more recently making Christmas card designs to sell at the PTA Christmas 
Fayre.  On Thursday's in F015, Mrs Leadbeater's 'Shine' Art and design wellbeing group 
meet to relax, listen to calming music, bullet journal and make new friends.   

By Mrs Leadbeater, PT Art & Design 
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As part of their ‘Motivations’ unit in RMPS, some of our S2 pupils had the chance to visit the 
Glasgow Sikh Gurdwara. Pupils took part in some fun activities to learn about the beginning of 
Sikhism and the three important principles of Sikhism; meditation, honesty and sharing. We 
were then lucky enough to sit in the Langar to try some of the delicious vegetarian food the 
temple had prepared for us. What a great day out, we hope to have the chance to visit again! 

By Miss Turner, RMPS  
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Linzi  and Kirsty from Sixth Year, along with Miss Turner, made the trip to Poland to visit Nazi 

Death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau with a trust called “Lessons from the Holocaust.” The day 

started in the Polish town Oświęcim, to show us what Jewish life pre-war would have been 

like in the busy market square. We then moved to the camps, where we had the chance to 

see some truly moving sights that remain of the Holocaust.  

The evening finished with a lovely candlelit ceremony lead by Rabbi Daniel Epstein. We were 

joined on the trip by our First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, who spent the day with the group 

visiting the camps. Linzi and Kirsty will be talking to the rest of the school in the new year to 

share this invaluable experience with them.  

They will also become official ambassadors for the trust and will continue to do work on 

spreading the lessons they have learned from their trip.  

By Miss Turner, RMPS  
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Pupils of all year groups across history and art took part in this years WWI centenary 
commemorations.  
 
Miss Lochrie's art pupils created some excellent remembrance WWI silence silhouettes that 
were displayed in our school cafeteria.  A very touching tribute to all who fought in the war.  
These are now available to view in the social subjects breakout room.   Miss Maxwell's S3 
class created remembrance crosses and researched some fallen soldiers of Kirkintilloch.  The 
names of the soldiers were displayed on the crosses along with a message of thanks and 
respect to the soldiers and their families.  These were laid at the Peel Park memorial by our 
school captains Adam and Kayleigh on behalf of our school. 
 
Mr Mason created a short film with pupils across each year group. Pupils were asked some 

questions about key historical moments during the First World War as well as discussing why 

it is important that we remember all that were involved in the war effort every year. This 

video will be shared on the Historic Environment Scotland website shortly. Thank you to 

everyone that was involved in creating this short film.  

By Mr Mason, History and Geography  
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In November a team of 4 pupils; Lewis S2, Abbie S4, Karly  and Scott from S3, represented 
Kirkintilloch High School admirably in the Royal Society of Chemistry's "Top of the Bench" 
competition at Strathclyde University.  
 
The team competed very well against some of the top schools from the West of Scotland, 
demonstrating some excellent Chemistry knowledge and lab skills during a fun 
evening. Unfortunately, they were unsuccessful in progressing to the final but did themselves 
and the school proud! Better luck next time! 
 

By Mr Forrest, Chemistry 
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On 23rd October Chemists around the world celebrate International Mole Day 
to mark the importance of a special unit called The Mole. This is a term similar 
to the word dozen since it stands for a number, but a very big number, 6 x 1023 
which is 6 with 23 zeros after it! 

 

The Chemistry department celebrated Mole Day in style with the senior pupils 
having a party – complete with cakes and a sing-a-long. The Advanced Higher 
pupils delivered talks on the subject to our junior classes and even went to 
effort having their own Mole Day t-shirts made!  

 

A great time was had by all - roll on next 23rd October!! 

By Mr Forrest, Chemistry 
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The Personal Development Award provides pupils who participate an opportunity to gain a 
qualification and develop confidence, team-building and organisation skills in the process.  
Our first project this year was to do a sponsored cycle to the Kelpies. The charities we chose 
were Cancer Research and British Heart Foundation. During lessons we practised our cycling. 
Miss Page was really brave and jumped on a bike for the first time in 30 years. We also made 
a power point and presented to Mr Derrick and Mrs Daniel. Thankfully they loved our ideas 
and let us go on the trip.  

We started at the Kelpies and cycled 14 miles back to Kirky High. After our training during 

class we thought the cycle would be easy- WE WERE WRONG. It was an adventure that we a 

great time on. We laughed, and enjoyed ourselves - there even a few surprises along the way. 

Although it wasn’t as easy as we thought, we all stuck together and supported one another to 

get to the end. We made it back to school for the end of the day. So far we have raised £90; 

hopefully we can raise more money throughout our other projects we complete.  

 
By Miss Gourlay and the S3 PDA Team 
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Ten pupils attended a fashion show and specialist interactive, textile 
workshops, including a jewellery workshop and fashion customization and 
up-cycling, at Glasgow Kelvin College on 27th November 2018. This was an 
excellent opportunity for pupils interested in studying Fashion and Textile 
Technology courses in school, to meet current fashion students and take 
part in a range of fashion activities.  
 
The group had a great day and thoroughly enjoyed the Project Fashion 
Runway Show, judged by industry specialists, that showcased fashion looks 
made using recycled materials. Pupil teams designed and created some  of 
the main looks. Our S6 model very professionally, (and very bravely, in a 
room with over 250 people!)  modelled her group’s fantastic design. 

By Ms. Campbell, Home Economics 
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8 of the pupils in S6 are this year’s My World of Work Ambassadors at Kirkintilloch High 
School!  The programme, from Skills Development Scotland (SDS), is inspired by award-
winning careers information and advice web service My World of Work. 

The Ambassadors are Aimee, Jamie, Jasmine, Jonathan, Kirsty ,Lisa, Melissa and Rachel. 

 

Throughout the year the group will promote the resources available on My World of Work to 
others, while gaining valuable experience and skills that are transferable to the world of work. 
This session we have been working with Mrs Hay and Ms Don to register all S1 pupils on my 
wow. 

These include working as part of a team, planning and organizing, communicating, problem 
solving and leadership as well as developing career management skills. The ambassadors can 
also use their experiences towards earning Saltire Awards, SQA Wider Achievement or the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

By Mrs Hay and the My WoW Ambassadors 
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On Wednesday 10th of October, the school was involved in the Mental Health Foundation’s 
‘Make it Count’ campaign. Kirkintilloch High School was chosen to launch the campaign 
because of our proactive approach to mental health and wellbeing. Mrs Daniel, Mr Kenny 
Millar, Chair of the parent council, and Tony Giugliano Policy and Public Affairs Manager of 
the MHF Scotland joined with some of our senior pupils in the photo shoot to launch the 
campaign. 

The new campaign calls for the Scottish Government to tackle the growing mental health 
crisis in schools, after new figures published today revealed that 1 in 10 children have no 
one to talk to in schools when they are worried or sad.  

Our role in the launch meant BBC Reporting Scotland, STV and Radio Clyde attended the 

school and filmed some of our senior pupils and Mr Joice talking about the importance of 

Mental Health awareness and emotional support. Our senior pupils (see photo) did a 

fantastic job of talking on Reporting Scotland about what we do in our school, and how the 

support offered helps with emotional crises. As a school community we work hard to find 

ways to continually improve our approach and response to emotional distress, and our 

senior pupils have a part to play in this also by supporting the younger pupils in the school. 

They do this very well!! 

By Mr Joice, PT Guidance 
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In October we Invited Mums, Dads, Grans, Grandpas, Aunties, Uncles, Carers, current pupils 
over 16, primary teachers, support staff, secondary teachers, community partners and former 
pupils to get involved with a community choir and build community through music making 
together. This is an opportunity for members to unwind from their busy week, meet old 
friends, make new friends and let the power of singing improve their breathing, posture and, 
scientifically proven, to improve health and happiness.  
 
Since our first rehearsal on the 25th of October we have met every Thursday at 19:30 – 21:00.  
We have had as many as 35 singers at some rehearsals, made up of former pupils, current 
pupils, parents, primary staff, parent council members and local friends.  
 
We will be performing at the school’s expressive arts evening on Thursday 13th December and 
are looking forward to shaping our vision and planning future concerts in the new year.  We 
will have a stall at the Town Hall on Saturday 26 January if you want to find out more about 
us. We are always looking for new members to join us and we have most of our resources 
online with backing tracks, pdfs and all the parts recorded so you can join us at any time and 
catch up on our back catalogue; No previous singing experience required, no need to be able 
to read music! 
 
A huge thank you to everyone that has already got involved with us and we look forward to 
sharing our music with you and perhaps even seeing you at a rehearsal! 
  
You can keep in touch with us in a variety of ways… 
Twitter:                @KHSComChoir, @RDLeadbeater 
Email:                    Rleadbeater@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk                                        
Facebook:           KHS Music School  

By Mr Leadbeater, DHT 

mailto:Rleadbeater@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk
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Recently St Ninian’s High School played host to writer and teen mental health champion 

Natasha Devon. A group of s3 pupils from Kirkintilloch High attended Natasha’s talk along 

with pupils from St Ninian’s, Bishopbriggs Academy and Lenzie Academy, learning all about 

healthy ways to cope with stress and anxiety. 

 

Pupils were enthusiastic about the talk and commented: 

 

“I know some people with problems and I can now help them more” 

“It helped me understand more about mental health” 

“I really enjoyed hearing her backstory” 

“It was very informative” 

 

Librarians from East Dunbartonshire Council’s secondary schools organised the inter-school 

event after being awarded generous funding from the Scottish Government’s School Library 

Improvement Fund to run their Shelf Help project. 
 

Shelf Help aims to promote teen mental health and social wellbeing by using shared reading 

and writing activities to show pupils that they are not alone. All secondary schools have 

been involved in a creative writing competition, where pupils were invited to share a book 

which had an impact on them.  

 

‘The Book That Saved My life’ booklet was launched during Book Week Scotland in 

November, featuring the work from 8 Kirkintilloch High pupils. All school libraries are also 

fully stocked with an up-to-date collection of fiction and non-fiction on a range of mental 

health and social wellbeing topics. 

By Miss Don, School Librarian 
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S1 Pupils have been learning all about refugees in Modern 
Studies. They have been learning about where they come 
from and why they have been forced to leave their own 
countries. To contextualise their learning, they have created 
lovely letters welcoming 'Refuweegees' to Glasgow. These 
letters will be sent to Oxfam and delivered to refugees as they 
arrive in Glasgow. Along with this, pupils have worked really 
hard to create a class newspaper discussing the issue 
surrounding the refugee crisis in Syria. Pupils worked 
extremely well together and have created excellent work!  
Well done to all S1 pupils involved!  

 
MP Visit 

S5/6 pupils welcomed local Kirkintilloch MP, Stuart 
MacDonald to their modern studies class in order to 
understand the work of an MP. Pupils were given the 
opportunity to ask Stuart their own questions all around his 
work as an MP in the House of Commons. This gave pupils 
further understanding of what members of parliament can do 
to represent us in a democracy. Stuart was an excellent guest 
and the pupils were an asset to the school.    
 

S1 and S5/6 Project 

Senior Modern Studies pupils took part in an election campaign where they were required to 
establish their political party politics and create posters in order for S1 pupils to vote for their 
party.  This helped the senior pupils to understand the election campaigning and voting 
process, along with allowing S1 pupils to participate in a democratic vote.  Well done to 
Cameron, Lynsey and Ben for winning the election.   By Miss McKay, Modern Studies 



31 

Some S3 pupils were looking to 
delivering a project for Christmas and 
decided it would be a good idea to 
support the local Kirkintilloch 
Foodbank during Christmas time for 
needy families. The pupils have been 
busy promoting this Appeal designing 
and putting up posters around the 
school asking staff and pupils to bring 
in an item of non-perishable food 
during 10th – 14th December. 

The pupils took time last week to visit 
the Foodbank Warehouse in 
Kirkintilloch and meet one of its many 
volunteers who explain how the food 
is collected and distributed to those in 
need. The pupils had many questions and where really surprised by the many people who 
reside in Kirkintilloch that have to access the Foodbank for support. 

We also found out about The Trussell Trust’s network that supports over 420 foodbanks 
operating out of more than 1,200 centres across the UK and provide a minimum of three 
days’ emergency food and support to people experiencing crisis. In 2017/18, we gave 
1,332,952 three day emergency food supplies to people in crisis. 

Fourteen million people live below the poverty line in the UK, with individuals going hungry 
every day for a range of reasons, from benefit delays to receiving an unexpected bill on a 
low income. 

How Foodbanks Work 

FOOD IS DONATED 

Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, in-date food to a 
foodbank. Large collections often take place as part of Harvest Festival celebrations and food 
is also collected at supermarkets. 

FOOD IS SORTED & STORED 

Volunteers sort food to check that it’s in date and pack it into boxes ready to be given to 
people in need. Over 40,000 people give up their time to volunteer at foodbanks. 

PROFESSIONALS IDENTIFY PEOPLE IN NEED 

Foodbanks partner with a wide range of care professionals such as doctors, health visitors, 
social workers and police to identify people in crisis and issue them with a foodbank 
voucher. 

CLIENTS RECEIVE FOOD 

Foodbank clients bring their voucher to a foodbank centre where it can be redeemed for 
three days’ emergency food. Volunteers meet clients over a warm drink or free hot meal 
and are able to signpost people to agencies able to solve the longer-term problem. 

By Mr Reside, Our Youth Worker 



32 

 
16 of our S5 aspiring Lawyers, Medics, Dentists, Engineers, Accountants and Teachers have 
started their journey towards achievement of the University of Glasgow Reach/Access 
Programmes.  

REACH WORKS WITH S4-S6 PUPILS WITH AN INTEREST IN AND ABILITY TO STUDY A 

PROFESSIONAL DEGREE AND  WILL ENSURE THAT OUR STUDENTS ARE WELL PREPARED FOR 

THE TRANSITION TO UNIVERSITY 

Participants gain an understanding of career pathways, experiences of university learning and 
teaching, support with every aspect of the application process and advice from staff and 
students on becoming a dentist, law professional, doctor or vet.  
As well as providing a valuable and engaging experience, completing the assessed elements of 
the Reach programme means that our students can benefit from adjusted entry requirements 
with the Schools of Dentistry, Law, Medicine and Veterinary Medicine at Glasgow.  

By Mrs Davie, DHT 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/wideningparticipation/admissionssummary/ourgradeadjustments/entryrequirementsforapplicantstomedicinevetmedicinelawandeducation/
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Top-Up is a pre-entry programme that has been preparing pupils applying for, 
or considering applying for, higher education since 1999.  
 
In Kirkintilloch High School 27 of our S5 and S6 pupils will take part in 10 hours 
of in-school sessions between December  and March, helping them to develop 
essential study skills. They will also attend a campus visit during March when 
they will take part in a lecture, seminar and workshop. Participants also 
complete a written assignment from a choice of five academic subjects.  

By Mrs Davie, DHT 
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It’s the age old question for schools, ‘How best to manage the behaviour of our young 
people?’ Back in October 2017, a group of teaching staff started to look at the previous policy, 
a policy that had been in place for a long number of years, to try to answer the above 
question. We made use of the most up to date Scottish Government direction, as well as 
looking at guidance from the United Nations, specifically the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. In addition, the group made use of a book called, When the Adults Change, Everything 
Changes, by Paul Dix, and we listened to pupil voice, which was telling us that they wanted 
something different to what had been place for a long while. This was the foundation of our 
new Positive Relationship policy, which was launched in August 2018. The fundamentals of 
our policy are simple, and are based on our core expectations of: Dream Big, Work Hard and 
Show Kindness. It is a nurturing approach, that has expectations of both adults and our young 
people. Our pupils are expected and encouraged to: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To dream big and have high expectations of themselves  
Show respect for each other, staff and their school  
Come to school ready to learn with the correct resources  
Know that kind behaviour will be rewarded  
Work hard and know that they are responsible for their actions  
Contribute positively to their school community  
Express their views in an appropriate way  
Ensure that each period is a fresh start   
Find opportunities to create and build positive relationship 

 
A number of positive strategies have also been adopted across Kirkintilloch High School, from 
hot chocolate with the Head Teacher, to a phone call home from the Depute, from a praise 
postcard to being recognised in the classroom for excellent engagement. Deputes have made 
over 270 phone calls and there have been over 120 hot chocolates drunk to date! A number 
of pupils were able to visit the Vue cinema at the Fort in November to see the Greatest 
Showman, and over 250 pupils are heading to the SEC to see the pantomime, before the 
Christmas break!  Pupil voice informs us that they love that their success is being recognised 
and celebrated.  

By Mrs Fraser, DHT 
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Kirkintilloch High School were 

delighted, once again, to take part in 

Schools' Shakespeare Festival this year. 

Our talented cast received plaudits 

from the organisers for their assured 

performance of "Taming Of The 

Shrew". Here's what they had to say: 

‘I would like to extend my heartfelt 

congratulations to Kirkintilloch High 

School for your fantastic production of 

The Taming of the Shrew as part of the 

2018 Shakespeare Schools Festival. It 

was a brilliant night of theatre, and I’d 

like to highlight just a few elements 

that really stood out.  

First off, I was particularly impressed 

with the ensemble. You were so 

focussed and alert which meant that 

your transitions were incredibly slick. I 

really enjoyed how you all set the scene 

and created atmosphere. The physical 

patterns you created were also exciting 

to see.  

You had a real energy; always active, dynamic and pacey. You found the comedy not just in the script 

but in how you created the characters themselves. Monologues in particular were really clear, you 

were so on top of the language and its meaning. The audience were really engaged and with you all 

the way.   

Few schools take on the story of The Taming of The Shrew, and your enthusiasm made it a pleasure 

to visit a new story.   A funny, dynamic and ensemble driven 'Shrew'.   Performing Shakespeare’s 

words on a professional stage takes courage, resilience, and imagination. You and your teachers 

should all incredibly proud of what you have achieved.   

I hope to see Kirkintilloch High School in the Festival again next year!’  Chris Hallam 

We can't wait to perform it again in the school on Thursday at our Festive Evening with 

Expressive Arts.   

By Miss McLaughlin, PT Drama 
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 Christmas Concert—13th Dec 2018 

 Trip to France—14th—19th Dec 2018 

 Christmas Lunch—17th Dec. 2018 

 Christmas Dance—19th Dec. 2018 

 Pantomime Trip—20th Dec. 2018 

 Last Day of Term—21st Dec 2018 at 2.30pm 

 School Returns—7th January 2019 

 S5/6 Prelim Examinations—14th Jan—1st 

Diary Dates 

 

Contact Details 
 

Address: 

Kirkintilloch High School 

Waterside Road 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 3PA 

 

Telephone: 

0141 955 2372 

 

Email: 

office@kirkintilloch.e-

dunbarton.sch.uk 

KHS TWITTER 

FOLLOW US 

@KIRKINTILLOCHHS 

Absence Letter Procedures 

 
 

 

 

Parents are required to inform the school 
by phone, text or by email as early as 
possible on the first day your child is off 
school. The school will ask you if you know 
when your child will be back at school. When 
your child returns to school you should write 
a letter to the school that explains the 
reason for your child being absent. This 
letter should be handed to the registration 
teacher, on their first day returning to 
school. 
 
If your child is off school because of a long 
term illness or condition the school, 
normally via Guidance, will make 
arrangements for your child so they can keep 
learning. This might include sending work 
home so your child does not miss too much. 
If your child is to be off in the longer term 
other arrangements can be made. You 
should discuss this with your child’s 
Guidance teacher as soon as you can. Head Teacher Drop-Ins  

Parents/Carers are welcome to 

drop in for a chat on Tuesday 

evenings from 5pm—7pm.Call the 

school office to book a slot!  Parent Council 
 

 The Parent Council wishes everyone a 
very happy Christmas!  

 
Our next meeting is Thursday 17th 

January, 7:00pm.  
 

We are keen to represent the parent 
body as widely as possible, and new 

members would be warmly welcomed.  
Contact the parent council by email at 

info@khspc.org.uk or email me directly at 
kennymillar@mac.com 

mailto:office@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk
mailto:office@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk
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