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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
It has been a great pleasure to welcome our pupils and staff back to school in my capacity 
as substantive Head Teacher of Kirkintilloch High School.  We have enjoyed a lovely start to 
the session,  with a happy and industrious ethos evident around the school building.  A 
particular thank you to our parents and carers for your outstanding support of our school 
uniform policy.  The young people look so smart in their blazers and school uniforms and it 
sets a very professional and equitable tone across the school. 
 
Our new First Year Pupils have settled in very well and are a friendly and well-behaved 
team of pupils.  They have been ably helped by our outstanding Prefects and more 
recently, by our newly elected School Captaincy Team.  Details of all both groups of young 
people are featured in this edition of our newsletter. 
 
Our pupils performed well in their SQA Examinations with some notable performances by 
particular individuals and groups.  Specific improvements were evidenced in performance 
across the board at Advanced Higher level, pupils achieving 5 or more awards at National 5 
and 1 or more Higher Awards.  Two of our S4 pupils gained 7 Straight A passes at National 
5 and one of our S5 pupils achieved 5 straight A passes.  Congratulations to all of our 
young people achieving SQA Awards!  We will continue to work to effect further 
improvements at all levels for every young person. 
 
We announced our new school motto at the end of last term following extensive 
consultation.  Our pupils selected  ‘Dream big, work hard and show kindness’ as our shared 
vision based on our school values.  As we launch our new positive relationship policy these 
values will form the basis for our core expectations for all young people and staff across 
the school community. 
 
A number of staffing changes have taken place with the retiral of Mrs Eileen Whyte, our 
Principal Teacher of Biology and Mr Colin Cassels, Teacher of Computing Studies.  We wish 
them a long and happy retirement and thank them for their collective years of service to 
the school.   We also bid a fond farewell to Mr Andrew Kennedy of our PE Department, 
who took up the role of Faculty Head of Health and Wellbeing at Graeme High School in 
Falkirk, and Ms Catherine Blair from our Music Team who took up post as Principal 
Teacher of Music at John Paul Academy.  We welcome to our school team Miss Isabella 
Horning, Principal Teacher of Music; Mr Connor Gardiner, Teacher of Modern Languages; 
Mr Michael Warnes, Teacher of PE;  Mr Christopher Woods, Teacher of Mathematics; Mr 
Liam Mason, Teacher of Geography and History; Mrs Angela Maxwell, Teacher of History; 
Miss Rameeza Khan, Teacher of Biology; Miss Megan Turner, Teacher of RMPS and Miss 
Sarah McKay, Teacher of Modern Studies.   A warm welcome to all of our new staff. 
 
I hope that you enjoy reading about our pupils’ achievements and look forward to our 
continued partnership in the coming session. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Maureen Daniel, Head Teacher. 
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We welcomed our new S1 Year Group to our school in August and thus far, we are delighted with 
their progress as a year group.  They are smartly dressed, courteous, kind, well behaved and working 
hard to cement new friendships.  Mrs Fraser, S1 Year Head is clear that our S1’s have made a 
fabulous start in settling into life here at Kirkintilloch High School.  She is very proud of their school 
uniforms, behaviour and positive attitude, which was reflected in their nominations for Hot 
Chocolate Friday and Positive Friday Fives.  We have witnessed these young people really showing 
evidence of reflecting our school motto of dreaming big, working hard and in particular, showing 
kindness to those around them.  We can’t wait to see what wonderful things they will achieve and 
attain as they progress through Kirkintilloch High School. 
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Our Broad General Education Celebration of Success Event took place on Thursday, 23rd 
August 2018.  This was a fantastic event which afforded us the opportunity to 
acknowledge the positive accomplishments of a number of outstanding young people in 
the areas of both achievement and endeavour, as well as acknowledging particular 
successes through our special awards category. The assembly hall was packed with proud 
parents and carers who cheered on our young people as they received their awards.  We 
were also joined by guests including Kenny Millar from our Parent Council, our local 
Councillor, John Jamieson and special prizes were awarded by Kirsty Gallagher, our PTA 
Chair.   The event began with a speech from the Head Teacher that focussed on our school 
motto of ‘Dream big, work hard and show kindness’ and was then followed by examples of 
how this looks in practice in our school with speeches by inspirational pupils Kirsty 
MacMillan, who worked hard and is now embarking upon a degree in Medicine at the 
University of Glasgow, Daniel French who volunteered with children in Uganda and 
recognised the value of dreaming big and our YPI winning team represented by Holly, 
Rachael and Chloe who showed kindness by raising £3,000 for their chosen charity Friends 
of Merkland.  The audience were treated to superb performances from our Drama, Dance 
and Music students and the event was compared beautifully by Mrs Gillian Fraser, DHT.  A 
special thanks to our Awards Committee for their outstanding organisation of the event.  
We look forward eagerly to our Senior Phase Awards Event on 19th September 2018. 
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On Friday, 24th August 2018 we held our 
interviews for our school Captaincy Team.  This 
was a very competitive process and the panel 
was truly impressed by the incredibly high 
standard of presentations and responses from 
pupils, all of whom exemplified outstanding 
leadership skills and commitment to the 
school.   
 
Pictured left to right are our captains and vice-
captains alongside Mrs Davie, Cameron, 
Kayleigh, Chloe, Louise, Thomas, Rachael, 
David, Holly, Gazang, Adam and Mrs Daniel.  
Our School Captains for this sessions are Head 
Girl, Kayleigh and Head Boy, Adam.  The 
Captaincy Team have some fantastic ideas for 
school improvement including pupils leading 
pupil focus groups about learning, inter-
generational events, house competitions and 
Prefect rotas based on friendship groups.   
 
We look forward to seeing the outcome of 
their plans bear fruit as the year unfolds. 
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Wendy and Linzi took the opportunity to  explore university life this summer. 
They applied to the highly competitive Sutton Trust Summer School programme 
as they wanted to see what being an undergraduate is really like before making 
applications through UCAS in S6. 

Both successfully gained places on the Sutton Trust UK summer school at St 
Andrews University in June 2018 through which they experienced a fully 
immersive week,  living  in halls of residence with students from all over the UK, 
taking part lectures, practicals, seminars, presentations, field trips and more. 

Both Wendy and Linzi found the week to be hugely inspiring and has been 
highly motivational as they move into their final year of school. Wendy is our 
first S6 to take up the challenge of the Scottish Baccalaureate in Modern 
Languages alongside two Advanced Higher Qualifications.  

        

By Mrs Davie, S5/6 Year Head 
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The Parent Council meets approximately every six weeks during term time. We work 
closely with the head teacher and SMT and are the voice of the parent body. We also 
work with the council, with education officers, the equation department and other 
Parent Councils to share knowledge, raise concerns and to share best practice. We 
are consulted in a wide range of areas including budgets and curriculum and play an 
important role in the recruitment of senior staff. 

Parent Councils were established by an Act of the Scottish Parliament under the Parental 
Engagement Act, and schools, local councils and Scottish Education are required to 
consult with us to ensure that parents have a voice. We would like to invite you to 
join this important work. 

In order to be properly representative of the parent body of Kirkintilloch High School, we 
need a variety of parent members from across the school spectrum. We are actively 
seeking new members! Please consider joining us. We’d love to hear from you! 

Please follow us on twitter @khs_pc for the latest news from your Parent Council. 

You can contact the Parent Council by email on info@khspc.org.uk or you can call or text 
me, any time, on 07903 024 508. 

 

With thanks, and warm regards, 

Kenny Millar 

Chair, KHS Parent Council 

mailto:info@khspc.org.uk
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This year our S4 pupils studied Social Anthropology through RMPS. They were able to 

achieve a National 5 unit award: Understanding Our Place in the World. It has been an 

opportunity to study a brand new course to Scottish curriculum. 

 

We look forward to continuing this with the new S4. Looking at relationships, belonging and 

coming of age traditions from various parts of the world, gives pupils the chance to explore 

differences between cultures and to ultimately discover that no matter where people are in 

the world, we are all just the same. 

 

At present, we are the only school in East Dunbartonshire to have offered the unit this year. 

And in fact, we are one of the first schools in Scotland. 

By Mrs Welsh, RMPS 
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S3 Hospitality pupils worked in collaboration with Quality 
Meat Scotland, Scottish Food and Drink Federation and 
Collins Butchers to design and create a healthy street food 
dish using Scotch red meat.  The pupils welcomed a cookery 
demonstration from a QMS chef who provided them with 
some inspirational ideas.  After several cookery trials and a 
final taste panel, the winning dish was Scotch Lamb Filo 
Parcels, created by Emma and Kelsey.  This was closely 
followed by Meghan and Madison’s Pizza Cup Cakes, which 
was awarded for most innovative idea. 

The pupils were invited to the Royal Highland Show in 
Edinburgh on Thursday 21st June where the winning dish was 
entered into the Butchery and Beyond School Competition.   
Unfortunately they were beaten by Our Ladies High School in 
Cumbernauld, however, they were excited to meet Master 
Chef Professional winner Gary McLean as well as hearing a 
performance from this years The Voice contestant ‘Saskia’.  
Well done to all S3 Hospitality pupils who participated in this 
years’ challenge.   

Mrs Colquhoun. Home Economics 
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As the Summer term drew to a close, the Drama department took the opportunity to, once 

again, showcase the amazing work of our young people. We were delighted to reprise our 

incredibly successful Schools’ Shakespeare Festival performance of “Hamlet”, bringing our 

interpretation of the classic to a new audience. This gave those in the school community 

who had not been able to come along to the Tramway Theatre in December the chance to 

enjoy it and for many to enjoy it again. Our cast demonstrated why they had received such 

acclaim in December. They were truly outstanding. To complement this, we also gave the 

young people hoping to pursue Advanced Higher an opportunity to hone their acting skills in 

public. The students presented a range of extracts which enhanced the evening and allowed 

the audience to see the brilliant talent of the young people of Kirkintilloch High School and 

why the Drama Department are so proud and lucky. 

By Miss McLaughlin, PT  Drama 
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This year's Youth Philanthropy Initiative winners represented our school at the National 
Event in Perth. They had a fantastic day being wowed by the best presentations of the 
session, motivated by guest speakers, all hosted by comedian Amy Devitt. The day ended 
with a performance from Emeli Sande, whose own philanthropy is truly inspiring. 
 
YPI is an amazing opportunity our S5 experience through core RMPS and PSE. They must 
consider what issues are important to our community, find and represent a charity trying to 
tackle one of these social issues and compete to win a £3000 grant. This year Racheal, 
Jasmine, Chloe and Holly did just that for Friends of Merkland School. 
 
Well done to all our S5 pupils - it was a great year of embracing the programme and raising 
awareness. You set an amazing standard for the coming year.  

 
By Mrs Welsh, Teacher of RMPS  
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Girls In STEM Event 

On the 12th of June, five of our 
Third Year pupils attended a "Girls 
in Engineering" event at Turnbull 
High School. The event was well 
attended by girls from all EDC 
schools. The girls were given a 
presentation about Engineering as 
a career path followed by the 
opportunity to meet female 
engineers from various industries 
and Caledonian University. 

Our girls were impressed by the 
range of roles within the 
engineering profession and the 
support and encouragement given 
to them by the engineers present. 

The girls left in no doubt that 
engineering is not just for boys! 

By Mr Millar, Physics 
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Inter-house 2017-18 

 

This year’s inter-house programme has included a variety of class, team and individual 
events where pupils displayed a range of talents in sport, general knowledge quizzes, 
modern languages, poetry writing... to name but a few! 

Our Easter Fun Day,  a non- uniform day where our school community participated in 
competitions, games, cake sale and the ever popular Pupils v Teachers quiz, raised over 
£700 to be shared between this year’s nominated house charities –  

 

• Holmfield: Kirkintilloch Men's Shed 
• Peel: Scottish Autism 
• Solsgirth: Alzheimer Scotland 
• Waverley: Beatson Cancer Charity 
 
 
The final House points and placings for 2018 are : 

 

4.  1725 - Peel 

3.  2175 - Holmfield 

2.  2375 – Waverley 

1.  2450 – Solsgirth 

 

Congratulations to Solsgirth House and thank you to all our house captains for their hard 

work this year. 

By Mrs Hayworth, PT Guidance 
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On Wednesday 13th 
June, 6 Senior pupils and 
Mrs Hay attended an 
NHS Careers event 
hosted at Glasgow 
Caledonian University.  

The programme 
included a number of 
top professionals in their 
specialties who led 
clinical simulation 
workshops.   

Pupils took part in a 
variety of workshops 
including: 

Forensic Pathology, 
Trauma Assessment, 
Intensive Care, Renal 
transplant and CPR. 

It was an excellent 
experience for all pupils 
and raised their 
awareness of different 
careers within the NHS.   

By Mrs Hay, PT Guidance 
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Friday Fives was introduced  

last session in KHS as a way 

of positively celebrating 

over and above conduct. 

Parents and pupils spoke 

about it in positive terms, 

therefore we decided it 

should be reinstated. It is 

now one of the reward 

strategies in our new 

Positive Relationship Policy. 

Class teachers are  asked  to 

nominate those pupils 

across the school who have 

demonstrated over and 

above expected 

behaviours. Teachers must 

not nominate a whole class, 

as this would dilute the 

impact, just those pupils 

who have gone above and 

beyond.  It might be for a 

fabulous piece of 

homework, it might be for 

presenting well in front of 

their peers, it might be for 

demonstrating kindness to 

others or any other 

example of outstanding 

conduct. 

The nominations are then 

passed to the relevant year head and on Friday, they will spend some time contacting the 

parents of those pupils to share and celebrate their success.  It is a lovely way to end the 

week on a high, reflecting on the positive attitudes of our young people and the senior 

management always really enjoy reading the positive referral and sharing this with families. 
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As part of our new positive relationship policy, our teachers can nominate pupils at any 
time throughout the week for outstanding conduct that reflects our school motto, ‘Dream 
big, work hard and show kindness.’  Pupils can either be nominated for a phonecall home, 
or for very special effort, can be nominated for Hot Chocolate Friday.  Those pupils are then 
sent an invitation from Mrs Daniel to report to her office where the share a hot chocolate 
and treats.  On arrival, Mrs Daniel lets them know which teacher nominated them and why.  
The reasons for nomination thus far have been truly lovely and a real testament to the 
kindness and positive conduct of our young people, and the high regard in which their 
teachers hold them.  It is certainly Mrs Daniel’s favourite hour of the week and a nice way 
to end the week and start the weekend.  
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In February of this year we started our School of football pilot programme with a group of 
36 pupils consisting of eighteen S1 and eighteen S3 pupils. 

Our vision is to use daily football coaching to develop qualities in pupils which will support 
them to achieve a positive destination on leaving school whether that be at the end of 
fourth, fifth or sixth year. 

Through daily football coaching, involving both practical and theory work, during 
curriculum time, we strongly believe we can support the participants to develop skills such 
as: 

Concentration 

Communication 

Behaviour management 

Problem solving 

Positive attitudes 

Personal Responsibility 

Since February pupils have participated in five sessions per week with three sessions taking 
place during the school day and two after school on a Wednesday and Friday.  Thanks to 
the funding we secured from the Community Safety Partnership and the School’s PEF fund 
we have been able to equip participants with a full range of kit from training strip to 
waterproof jacket.  In addition to this all sessions have been delivered by fully qualified SFA 
coaches from East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust. 

 

By Mr Kidd, Physical Education 
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This fabulous opportunity provided 12 of our new S6 Prefects with a fantastic 2 day Cycle 
Training Assistant course , delivered by Bill Ross from the EDC Outdoor Education team in 
the grounds of the school. By completing the course, our new Cycle Training Assistant's 
(Eoin, Cameron, Louise, Jamie, Gordon, Louise, Andrew, Zoe, Carly, Lauren, Cameron, 
Callum) can plan and deliver cycle training sessions using Bikeability Scotland resources.  
  
As well as supporting their Higher Leadership Award, our assistants are now able to offer 
support to our local primary schools by helping to deliver the Bikeability scheme (new 
name for Cycle Proficiency Award). This will also link into the P7 transitions programme 
next session and will increase the number of young people who become active and 
confident through cycling.   

By Mrs Davie, S5/6 Year Head 
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On Wednesday 6th June 33 of our S1-S3 pupils represented the school at ‘Dunbartonshire 
School Sports Associations’ Athletics Championship at Scotstoun Stadium.  This is a notable 
achievement as pupils have to achieve the qualifying standard within their school sports to 
be eligible to attend; it is not a simple school selection process. 

  

Of the 33 pupils representing the school a number of pupils reached finals and finished in 
the top 10 of their event.   The pupils participating were a credit to themselves and the 
school with their positive attitude and behaviour being recognised by officials from ‘DSSA’ 
on the day and since. 
 

By Mr Kidd, PT PE 
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Our annual Interhouse Athletics Championship took place recently.  Due to the number of 
entries this year’s event took place over three days, with two days of heats in May and the 
track finals on Wednesday 13th June. 
 
In total, over 115 pupils participated in 45 events during this year’s competition.  Pupils 
could choose to participate in up to five events from a possible eight, with points being 
awarded to those pupils finishing in the top six of each event. 
  
Competition was fierce this year with a number of pupils winning individual events.  In the 
overall Athletics Championship for each year group, the winner was decided by very few 
points. 
  
In the S2 category, Rachel who missed out on top spot last year beat rival Millie by 1 point.  
A point that was achieved by winning the 200m by 1.8s from Millie.  Dylan and Jodie 
followed up on their success in last year’s S1 and S2 Championships respectively by winning 
again this year. 
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• P7 Parents Information Evening—13th September 
2018 

• Senior Awards Ceremony—Wednesday, 19th 
September 2018  

• September Weekend Friday, 21st to Monday, 24th 
September 2018 

• S1 Parents Evening Tuesday, 9th October 2018  
• In-Service Day Friday, 12th October 2018  
• October Break Monday, 15th October to Friday, 

19th October 2018 
• S3 Parents Evening Tuesday 20th November 2018 
• S2 Parents Evening Thursday 22nd November 2018 

Diary Dates 

 

Contact Details 
 

Address: 

Kirkintilloch High School 

Waterside Road 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 3PA 

 

Telephone: 

0141 955 2372 

 

Email: 

office@kirkintilloch.e-

dunbarton.sch.uk 

KHS TWITTER 

FOLLOW US 

@KIRKINTILLOCHHS 

 
 

 

 

S6 Prom, 2018—

Kilmardinny House 

 

Head Teacher Drop-Ins  

Parents/Carers are welcome to 

drop in for a chat on Tuesday 

evenings from 5pm—7pm. Call 

the school office to book a slot!  Parent Teacher 

Association 

 
Please come along to 

support our fabulous 

PTA at their AGM on 

Tuesday, 9th October 

just after the S1 

Parents’ Evening. 

 

Christmas Fayre date 

to follow. 

mailto:office@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk
mailto:office@kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk

