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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Welcome to our first school newsletter of session 2017- 18 
which showcases the wealth of educational and achievement opportunities 
that our young people have experienced in Term 1.  I hope that you will 
enjoy reading about the many excellent opportunities that our pupils 
experience at Kirkintilloch High School due to the commitment of staff and 
the participation of our pupils.  A particular welcome to our new S1 pupils 
and their families.  I am delighted to report that this year group has settled 
incredibly well and staff across the school are finding them to be a delight to 
work with!   They are ably supported by our excellent S6 Team who have 
been instrumental in running a number of fun events this session. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your 
support in maintaining such an incredibly high standard of school uniform.  
Our young people are dressed very smartly in uniform and blazers and are 
well prepared for school.  May I remind all parents and carers that shoes 
should be plain black, without white or coloured logos or soles and 
that jeans and leggings are not appropriate for school.  If you need 
assistance with any matter relating to school uniform, please do get in touch 
with myself or the appropriate year head where we can discuss supports.  
Please watch this space for the introduction of a school scarf, emanating 
from our pupil voice feedback. 
 
Whilst last session saw some impressive SQA Results by individual pupils 
and groups, there remains room for improvement.  As such,  we continue to 
keep the raising attainment agenda uppermost in our school improvement 
priorities and you can find detailed plans relating to this on our website in our 
school improvement plan and our Standards and Quality Report  which are 
available on our school website at: http://www.kirkintilloch.e-
dunbarton.sch.uk. 
 
As featured on our front cover, this term saw our talented S4 pupil Briony 
Penrice win the S3/S4 Category in the Thomas Muir Art Competition.  Briony 
also sold some beautiful paintings in our recent PTA Fayre.  She is a 
talented and hard-working young person and we are delighted with her 
success!  Congratulations, Briony. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our pupils, parents, carers 
and teachers a wonderful Christmas Holiday and a very successful and 
happy new year in 2018.  Thank you all for your support in making 
Kirkintilloch High School such an enjoyable place to learn and work. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs Maureen Daniel 
Acting Head Teacher 

 

Head Teacher Update 

Headlines 

2017 

Term 1 

• Wishing all of our 
pupils, parents, staff 
friends and families 
a very peaceful and 
happy Christmas 
and New Year! 

 

KHS Twitter 

Follow us 

@kirkintillochhs 
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Pictured below are some of our real high flyers in terms of SQA Results in August.  
The young people featured attained either straight A Passes in every subject or a 
combination of all A passes with one B pass.  No mean achievement!  Also featured 
is our school Dux for this session, Kirsty MacMillan, who attained six straight A 
passes at Higher—an outstanding achievement!  Also excellent, our Proxime 
Accessit Zoe Porter with five straight A Higher Passes.  We are excited to hear 
what their futures will hold as they submit their university applications. 
 
These superb results are the direct result of hard work, commitment and dedication 
on the part of those students, their teachers and their families.  We have been very 
busy ensuring that all of our young people have access to high quality opportunities 
to improve their attainment in a supportive context and continue to encourage all 
pupils to work to their fullest potential in order to see success like the star pupils 
featured here.  We believe it is possible for each and every one of our pupils to 
attain beyond their expectations with positivity and determination. 
 
Some of the young people featured here will share their experiences and study tips 
with parents and peers in the coming term to encourage further success for all. 
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S1 continue to thrive and flourish under the 
headings of our school values.  The respect 
they show for their future is evident in the 
positive attitudes that are seen throughout the 
school, with teachers regularly commenting on 
a positive ethos and supportive atmosphere in 
classrooms.   
Their ambition to succeed can be witnessed in 
the way they conduct themselves in every 
class; focused, engaged, respectful and having 
fun learning new skills.  In addition to pupils 
having fun learning in classes there has been a 
great sense of community with S1 pupils 
‘getting involved’ and turning up in big numbers 
to our community events such as the 
Halloween disco and the PTA Christmas 
Fayre. 
 
Assemblies have been focused on celebrating 
success, acting on our school values, getting 
involved with school life and looking out for one 
another. We particularly like the quote, 
“Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you 
know nothing about. Be kind.  Always”  We 
have had outside speakers from the school 
chaplaincy team and Gideon’s International 
and talks from staff about Mentors in Violence 
Prevention, School of Football and lots of 
announcements regarding clubs and exciting 
opportunities that they can get involved with. 
 
The library continues to be a buzz with S1 
pupils accessing computers, reading articles 
and books, enjoying paired reading and there 
is often a flurry of activity as pupils complete 
homework tasks, all with the support of our 
amazing librarian Miss Don. 
 
Juggling is fast becoming the hot trend as we 
head in to 2018.  Many of our S1 are setting 
themselves a challenge to learn to juggle and 
using it as a way to demonstrate resilience and 
exemplify that you can master anything with 
some time and focus; remembering that 
difficult skills broken down into manageable 
chunks is a great learning tool.   
 
I hope S1 have a wonderful time with friends 
and family over the festive period and are able 
to reflect on the outstanding work and 
achievements they have made so far.  I hope 
they come back in 2018 refreshed and ready to 
grab every opportunity and continue to believe 
that they can achieve anything with hard work 
and dedication.  

 
By Mr Leadbeater 
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Following a rigorous selection process, 
supported by  our PTA Chair Mrs Kirsty 
Gallagher, the Captaincy team for this 
session was appointed, as featured to 
the right.  Head Girl, Jemma MacLachlan 
and Head Boy, Andrew Cullen have been 
ably supported by vice captains Kirsty 
MacMillan, Jake Daniels and Christopher 
Dodds. 

 

Their first successful  venture was our in-
house ice bucket soaker featuring 
captains versus SMT.  It was fair to say 
that our senior managers came out worst 
from the public vote and were duly 
drenched!  Reflecting our school value of 
fun, the event raised a substantial sum 
for our school fund and was greatly 
received by all. 

 

We look forward to future events led by 
this  positive team of young people. 
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In consultation with staff and house captains, we have narrowed down the selection of 

motto entrants to the following, and will conduct a survey to select a vision statement/

motto in January: 

• Respecting our ambitions. 
• Respect as we go. 
• Kirky High – where respect and compassion supports ambition and fun in 

learning! 
• Preparing our young people to change our world! 
• Treat people the way you want to be treated.  
• Achievement is our goal, hard work is our passion. 
• KHS wraps around us like a SCARFF.(Success, Compassion, Ambition, Respect, Fun, 

FaIrness) 

• Respect for all, Success for all. 
 
Watch this space for your opportunity to vote for your favourite motto, based on our 
values.  The best of the inspirational quotes are presently being printed and added to 
locker tops to enhance the ethos of our pupil areas. 
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This year, Higher Psychology has been introduced to the curriculum. 27 of our 6
th
 

year pupils are currently studying the new subject. The pupils are studying topics 
such as memory, conformity, prejudice and sleep. The course is one that 
everyone can relate to! The pupils are particularly looking forward to studying 
‘Sleep, Dreams and Sleep Disorders’. Both classes are enthusiastic, and several 
pupils are planning to study Psychology at university. 
 
There are exciting plans in place to work with 
East Dunbartonshire Library on the ‘Brainworks’ 
project. This is a collaborative project with 
Glasgow Caledonian University. The project 
aims to research how we react to other people 
based on appearance. This will tie in with the 
topic of prejudice. The project will also give the 
S6 pupils an opportunity to work with members 
of the community.  
 
The introduction of the course has been a 

hugely positive experience for everyone 
involved. I am hopeful that Psychology will 
become a mainstream subject in Scottish high 
schools in the coming years. It has been a 
pleasure to introduce this exciting new subject 
to such a lovely bunch of pupils!   
By Miss Robertson  
 

S6 is about much more than just academic attainment. Informal leadership roles 
are available as well as the traditional formal leadership responsibilities.  

For the first time, Kirkintilloch S6 students are being given the opportunity to 
gain extra SQA accreditation through the SQA Leadership Award. This aims to 
provide certification for wider achievement that are undoubtedly undertaking as 
part of their S6 timetable. The development of our senior school leaders is fundamen-
tal to the S6 ethos, fostering and encouraging each individual to fulfil their potential and 
also playing a part in the wider school community. 

The SQA Leadership Award aims to develop knowledge of leadership skills, 
styles and qualities and is available at SCQF Level 6 i.e. it has the same level of 
demand as a Higher. However, the Leadership Award is smaller in size than 
other courses and more practical in nature. Each student must take a leading 
role for an aspect of a project or activity to achieve SCQF Level 6. To success-
fully complete the award, each student needs to produce the evidence required 
of this independently of teacher input. By Mrs Davie 
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Following on from the success of Advanced Higher Drama last year, with all pupils 

gaining A passes, the pressure was on for our new intake of young people.  Led by 

Mrs Eadie, the pupils have been studying the work of 20
th
 Century Theatre 

practitioner, Antonin  Artaud, who used shock to communicate his political and social 

ideas to his audience. Our young people explored his theories of theatre through a 

series of practical workshops and then used these ideas to develop their own piece of 

Artaudian theatre. Parents, pupils and staff experienced some very dark subject 

matter, from Victorian mental asylums to modern day terrorism by way of the dark and 

hidden side of Disney. This was a powerful experience for both audience and actors 

and truly showcased the creativity and maturity of the young people. We can all look 

forward to continued success from this group of talented pupils. By Miss McLaughlin 
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PDA Treasure Hunt—Oxgang Primary 

For their ‘Self in community’ unit the PDA class had to 
plan and carry out their own project.  After planning 
their ideas the pupils decided to run a Treasure Hunt 
for primary 1-3’s at Oxgang Primary School. Our kind 
hearted pupils wanted to extend their project to help 
others and decided to make this a charity event.  After 
researching different charities in class the pupils 
decided to raise money for The Salvation Army.  

The pupils worked hard on their ideas, they created a 
PowerPoint and presented it to Mrs Daniel and Mrs 
Fraser in a Dragon’s Den-style pitch. They both loved 
the idea and were very supportive for the event to 
take place! 

Next on the list was the planning of the day. The S3 
pupils planned the route for the treasure hunt, made 
questions for the each station of the route, created 
badges for every pupil that took part, and created 
‘treasure’ for the final prize. 

The pupils were absolutely brilliant on the day!  They 
each led their own groups and the primary pupils 
loved getting to know them. Our pupils also got the 
chance to help the Primary 3 pupils in a classroom 
environment. 

Our pupils deserve a huge congratulations for their 

positive input into this event; they did themselves and 

our school proud! Their efforts paid off as they 

managed to raise £71 for charity! Well done!  

 

S6 pupil Rhiannon was nominated to attend the Children's 

Commissioner for Scotland National Residential event 

17th – 19th November 2017 at Donaldson’s School, 

Edinburgh due to her extensive work in youth advocacy. 

Rhiannon has made us all so proud of her 

achievements. On the last day of the event, she stood on 

the stage with the microphone and presented to the whole 

group some of her group's key issues arising from her the 

day’s workshops.  

In addition Rhiannon wrote a list of key issues that her and 

her friends have identified and presented the list to the 

Children's Commissioner, who has asked for a follow up 

meeting to discuss the issues further.  This request was 

granted and she was invited to have a private meeting The 

Children's Commissioner to discuss her ideas further. 

Rhiannon has also met the First Minister for her excellent 

work in advocating for young people’s rights. 

By Mrs Davie 
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Our BGE Celebration of Success proved to be a fitting tribute to our fantastic young 
people.  Pupils received awards for both achievement and endeavour and their 
success across a multitude of extra curricular activities was acknowledged and 
celebrated.   

 

Our pupils were treated to speeches from some of our very own inspirational young 
people who have volunteered extensively within their communities and proved to be 
excellent role models to our BGE award winners. 

 

Guests enjoyed lovely displays of work from all subject areas in the foyer which 
looked fantastic with the Music, PE and Drama departments providing powerful 
entertainment. 

 

A special thank you to our Awards Committee led by Mrs Fraser for their co-
ordination of the event and for announcing the prizewinners so well. 

 

Pictured above are award winners Sarah Muir and Gregor Scott.  Well done to all 
who were recognised at the event and also to the many wonderful young people 
who give their very best effort  and attitude in school every day! 
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On Wednesday, 20th September 2017, Kirkintilloch High School celebrated the attainment and 
achievement of Senior Phase Students in its annual award ceremony.  Young people were 
congratulated for their academic achievement and endeavour, as well as celebrating success across 
a range of wider achievements such as Duke of Edinburgh's Awards and Community Citizenship.  

Guest speaker Kris Commons, professional footballer and sports presenter, spoke to the young 
award winners about determination, hard work and never giving up on their goals.  This echoed the 
message conveyed by the acting Head Teacher, that pupils should dream big and pursue their 
ambitions relentlessly.  Academic awards were presented to young people by the Senior 
Management Team.   Special awards for community contribution were presented to pupils by charity 
ambassador Lisa Hague, and the school Dux, Kirsty MacMillan was presented with her award by 
Kenny Millar, Chair of the school's Parent Council.  School Dux, Kirsty then delivered a heartfelt vote 
of thanks which was very well received by parents, pupils, staff and guests 

The audience was also treated to powerful performances by both the Drama and Music students of 
Kirkintilloch High School and pupils had an opportunity to meet with invited guests and have footballs 
and shirts signed.  Well done to all of our fantastic award winners!  We are very proud of your effort 
and achievement. 
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This month, a group of 

our budding architects 

were given the 

opportunity to work with 

Glasgow City Heritage 

Trust, Glasgow School 

of Art and East 

Dunbartonshire Trails 

and Tales on an exciting 

and ambitious project.   

The day was spent at 

the beautiful and newly 

refurbished Kilmardinny 

House creating bespoke 

stone carvings using 

traditional skills to fulfil a brief of exploring architectural ideas for a 

heritage skills training centre.  Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 

experienced and were highly engaged in the activities.  Miss Page, who 

led the trip, commented on how proud she was of our young people and 

their positive attitudes throughout the trip.  We look forward to seeing how 

the rest of this work develops as the project 

unfolds.   

Thank you to Mrs Davie 

for her positive 

partnership with Esmee 

Thomson of East 

Dunbartonshire Council 

which continues to 

develop positive 

opportunities for our 

young people to develop 

skills for work and life. 
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This year’s Hallowe’en Dance was a 
fantastic success with our S5/6 leaders 
really pushing the boat out to ensure 
that their younger peers had a ball  
their fright night!  The costumes were 
fabulous and as always, the behaviour 
of all of our young people was totally 
exemplary.   

Our PTA were brilliant, supporting the 
event and running a super tuckshop 
throughout the evening, with prizes 
provided for the best costumes.   
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The Food and Textiles Technology department hosted the annual Young 
Rotary Chef of the Year competition on Wednesday 29

th
 November in 

which Emma Quinn of S4 represented the department and school.  Emma 
came runner up in the heats against St Ninians High School and Lenzie 
Academy with her homemade Meatballs and Spaghetti followed with Pear 
and Ginger Tart.  The competition was judged by two chefs from Table 13 
Catering.  Emma should be very proud of her achievement as she did a 
great job representing the school.  Congratulations go to Lenzie academy 
for winning this year’s heats.  Good luck for the next round!   

By Mrs Colquhoun 
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Higher Fashion and Textile Technology pupils participated in an open day event at 
Glasgow Kelvin College on Wednesday 29

th
 November.  They were given a tour of 

the Fashion department in which they viewed some amazing textile pieces designed 
and manufactured by current students as well as having the opportunity to take part 
in a Charles Rennie Mackintosh design competition.  Some of their ideas were very 
creative and inspiring.  It looks like we have some budding fashion designers on the 
horizon – watch this space!   

 

The Practical Cake Craft Class have been extremely busy designing and making 

their Christmas cakes over the last few weeks and I’m sure you will agree they all 

look outstanding and very festive.  Well done! 

By Mrs Colquhoun 



16 

This session, Miss Coen and Miss Michie have led a Biology and Art & Design 
interdisciplinary learning project with our S3 pupils.   Miss Michie highlighted the 
significance of this work as follows:  

‘Our S3’s drew portraits of these female scientists all of whom failed to get recognition 

for their contribution to science.  Although we now recognise their achievements there 

is still a massive gender gap in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

subjects.  Women only make up 21% of the workforce in core STEM jobs.’  
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The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) raises awareness amongst our young peo-
ple about philanthropy and our local community. We are responsible for directing a 
£3000 grant to a local charity through a unique programme of team work, research 
and competition. Our young people in S5 competed on behalf of their chosen charity. 
This year Rachael Cook, Chloe Fleming, Jasmine Graham and Holly Wright secured 
Friends of Merkland School Charity the grant. Every competing group did a fantastic 
job and have helped raise awareness for issues that affect people in our community.   

By Mrs Welsh 
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This year, Kirkintilloch High School hosted the Thomas Muir Symposium, on behalf of 

the Friends of Thomas Muir and East Dunbartonshire Council.   The prestigious event 

provided our young people with the opportunity ton hear historic lectures from 

Professor Jon Mee of York University and Professor Gerard Carruthers of the 

University of Glasgow, as well as speakers from the Friends of Thomas Muir. 

Our young people performed stunning musical pieces, displayed themed art work of a  

very high standard, debated about political leaders and presented to the large 

audience about the relevance of Thomas Muir in their own context within Kirkintilloch. 

It was a highly successful event and sparked much curiosity across the school about 

local heritage, culture and politics. 
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Our class found out about the textile industry in Kirkintilloch around the time of Thomas Muir. He 
encouraged the workers at Lennoxmill to seek better working conditions. We worked with Trails and 
Tales artist Rachel Barron who helped us to make a banner which includes motifs inspired by 
Thomas Muir and motifs used by the local textile industry and Lion Foundry, and also inspired by our 
school badge. We used our school colours to create our banner. We enjoyed working with Rachel 
Barron and also the Primary Seven pupils from Oxgang Primary who participated in this event too. 

Our class also made ceramic sculptures inspired by French 18th Century artist Honoré Daumier’s 
cheeky sculptures of politicians. We also looked at contemporary sculptor Sandy Stoddart’s sculpture 
of Thomas Muir. We chose politicians that have made an impression on us. We enjoyed drawing and 
sculpting them in clay. 

The second years used the Native Canadian theme of this year’s Thomas Muir art competition as 
inspiration to produce paper batik totem animals and also create totem poles. We enjoyed finding out 
about the huge totem poles in Canada and also the meanings of the animals and the watchman 
figures. These poles could be used to show status, to represent the values of a tribe or family, or for 
protection. Two second year classes worked together to design and make totem poles using limited 
colours like the Native Canadian examples. They included ‘Watchman’ figures, symbols relating to 
our school badge and also animals and symbols relating to Kirkintilloch. They based their ideas on 
Native Canadian ‘house frontal poles.’ Each class worked together to see who could make the best 
totem poles.  

We really enjoyed learning about Thomas Muir and presenting our work at the symposium. This topic 
encouraged us to think about the important role that Thomas Muir played in Scotland’s journey to 
democracy. 

Aicha Serir, Heather Tolland, Sarah Carmichael and Niamh Thomson S3 
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Paired reading takes place in the library during registration Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday.  It involves S5 pupils working together with S1 pupils to develop literacy 

skills and to enjoy a period of time reading together.  Thus far, this has been highly 

successful and well attended.  For further information, please see Miss Early or Miss 

Don who will be happy to provide you with more detail about the programme. 
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Come down to our Breakfast Club where you can have a lovely 
breakfast with a variety of cereals on offer and somewhere 
warm and safe for you to socialise, develop friendships and 
have a laugh.  We are open from 8am until 8.55am every 
weekday morning in Miss Gourlay’s wellbeing Room.   

 

Hope to see you soon!   

 

By Chloe Lloyd, S2 
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Our recently appointed ‘Raising Attainment’ Team, led by DHT Mr Leadbeater, have 
been working hard to increase pupil ambition and engagement with their learning. 

Mr Kay has been working with Senior Phase pupils with his main focus so far being 
organising, planning and facilitating the after school ‘raising attainment’ sessions 
which have been running from October. Another block of these sessions will run in the 
lead up to the final exams, so make sure you return your forms as soon as possible as 
places will be limited in a number of subjects. 

Mr Kay has also implemented the mentoring program which has 35 members of 
teaching staff mentoring individual pupils to help them achieve their aspirational 
targets. Mentors will meet pupils at key times to discuss individual targets, offer 
support, and help with techniques to improve their chances of achieving grades in line 
with their potential. 

We know that the best progress is made when teachers, family supporters and pupils 
work together.  To that end, the mentoring booklet will help support communication 
and provide a platform for meaningful discussion around ambition, attainment, 
challenges, work ethic, routines, homework and many other aspects of a young 
person’s learning journey. 

Miss Tassell has been working with S1-S3 pupils in the Broad General Education 
phase. She has adapted the tracking and monitoring system used by staff so that the 
focus has shifted to how well pupils are engaging with the learning and teaching that 
takes place in subjects. As a school, we recognise that pupil engagement is the 
foundation upon which successful learning takes place and it is therefore vital that this 
is monitored in order to support pupils to become successful, aspirational and 
ambitious learners as they make the transition into senior phase. 

Furthermore, Miss Tassell has also led the Mentors in Violence Prevention 
programme which has been implemented with the S1 cohort. This programme has 
raised attainment in Health and Wellbeing and has allowed pupils to hone leadership 
and communication skills whilst taking leadership over their own learning. 

Miss Tassell has also designed a programme of learning to support and challenge 
highly able pupils within the school. By delivering sessions that focus on meta-
cognition and self-regulation, this will support pupils to set goals, and monitor and 
evaluate their own academic development, so that pupils can reach their full potential. 

Our ‘Raising Attainment’ team will continue to implement strategic interventions and 

programmes throughout the year to further support all young people within the 

framework of our school values. 

Please feel free to contact the 

school if you would like to speak to 

either Mr Kay or Miss Tassell about 

any issues related to raising 

attainment. 

By Miss Tassell and Mr Kay 
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We were fortunate to secure places on the 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project. Two of 
our S6 pupils, Amy Brennan and Christo-
pher Dodds represented our school. They 
attended seminars where they heard from 
a Holocaust survivor and then travelled to 
Poland for a one day visit of Auschwitz. 
Amy had this to say: 

‘On the 2
nd

 of October 2017 and Christo-

pher and I went to Krakow, Poland. While 

there we visited the market square and 

Auschwitz 1 and Auschwitz 2 – Birkeneu. 

We were taking part in the LFA project, the 

aim of the programme is to educate the 

younger generation on the impact and ex-

perience of the holocaust. The tour lasted 

for less than 1 day. We walked the same 

path as the prisoners would have, we saw 

the hair from the prisoner’s heads, we saw 

the shoes that the prisoners wore, and we 

stood in the room that the prisoners suffo-

cated in. But our experience cannot com-

pare to the trauma the victims suffered. 

We fully encourage everyone to see the 

tragedy with their own eyes.’ 
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On the 26
th
 September, we celebrated the European Day of Languages. S1 to S3 pupils took part in 

various activities relating to Europe and Modern languages.  Our S1 pupils learned about different 
European Landmarks and made their own ones with recycling materials.  Choosing winners from the 
various teams was really hard as the competition was so high! 

Well done to everyone who made a real effort in creating an amazing landmark. 

Our S2 pupils chose a European country, did some research about it and taught us as much as they 
could about this country in a poster. We received amazing entries from every group. Everyone learned 
so much about Europe. What an interesting time we had. 

Our S3 pupils took part in a quiz where they had to know the name of the celebrity and tell us (or guess) 
which languages each of them spoke. It was such an eye opener for everyone as who would have 
known that Leonardo Di Caprio was fluent in German! t was a great finale to a wonderful week. 

On the 28
th
 November, our S3 pupils participated in a Career event. During an entire afternoon they 

learned about different languages, countries, possible careers in languages but also about the 
importance of learning a language. 

First of all our Higher and Advanced Higher pupils explained to them their reasons for continuing to 
study a Modern Foreign Language and what they are learning and how.   We continued with an 
amazing presentation about Germany where we all learned so much about the country and its products, 
companies, shops … and how this impacts our day-to-day life. After this, the group was split in four 
groups and participated in four different workshops. They learned more about the importance of 
learning languages nowadays and the meaning of this famous quote from Nelson Mandela “If you talk 
to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that 
goes to his heart.” This gave them some food for thought. 

They also learned that languages can help you when travelling and how important languages can be in 
publishing.  Another speaker explained to them the importance languages can have nowadays in 
engineering.  The last speaker shared his own experience. He explained what he was enjoying while 
studying languages at university, 
living in France for a year and how 
having studied languages has helped 
him get a job in accountancy.  They 
were also able to use the French 
Photo booth for a bit of fun and 
dressing up.  The pupils found the day 
“really informative”, they realised a bit 
more that languages can be “helpful 
to find a job”, “useful to travel”. It was 
a great afternoon for all! 
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On the 5th December the S5/6 pupils took part in a French Day Out to Glasgow. They 
started the day at the GFT where they watched a French movie “ Les grands esprits”. This 
movie helped them not only to develop their listening skills but also to learn more about 
French culture.They then went to Côte Brasserie to taste some French food.  They enjoyed 
French specialities such as baked camembert, crème caramel and mousse au chocolat.  To 
finish our day we went to the Alliance Francaise to discover more about French culture. 
What an enjoyable and informative day! 

This term the Modern Languages department has had 

great fun with lots of young S1 & S2 linguists at Modern 
Languages club. The club looks at all the best bits of language learning - the culture, the 
music, festivals, food etc. So far the ML club has celebrated El Día de Los Muertos (Day of 
the Dead) making great Calavera masks and our own piñatas. We’ve watched a film in 
Spanish, enjoyed some healthy competition with games in Spanish and French, got into the 
Christmas spirit quite early and looked at music (Disney soundtracks in particular!) in many 
different languages.  We have lots of great ideas in store for next term and we love seeing 
so many lovely faces coming along each week so any S1 & S2 pupils interested, come 
along to see what we do and join in the languages fun! 

We have also tried to highlight all the other languages spoken by pupils in our school. A few 
pupils took part in a national competition called Mother Tongue, Other Tongue. They wrote 
a poem or a story in their native language and a documentary in English explaining what 
their poem/story was about and what it meant to them.  We had a poem in Kurdish and 
Dutch, a story in Arabic and a poem in Russian. Well done to you all and I hope one or 
more of you will be a winner!  A few S2 and S3 pupils are involved in another National 
Competition called The Words Wizard. They must translate and spell in French or Spanish 
a total of 225 words (when they go to the semi-final). They have to be able to translate and 
spell as many words as possible in 1 minute. They are hoping to develop their knowledge of 
vocabulary and skills in literacy by having fun.  

I wish them all the best, looking forward to go to Strathclyde University in March with our 
young people and 
hope to get to the 
final in Edinburgh.  
Bonne chance – 
Buena suerte! 

By Mrs McNeish. 
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In August we would never have imagined taking 30 young performers to the 

Tramway Theatre, Glasgow to perform Hamlet, but last week we did it. Our young 

people were outstanding in every way from respect of the theatre space and other 

schools taking part to their energetic and enthusiastic realisation of this Shakespeare 

classic. We could not be prouder of the whole team but special mention must go to 

our budding young choreographer, Gemma Colucci, who coordinated all the dance 

sequences bringing a modern twist to our tale. Dionne Revie, in her role as 

composer, was pitch perfect, creating the dark and foreboding mood throughout. The 

actors were all fantastic and developed their roles with a mature assuredness that 

belies their years. Ross Brown as Hamlet was mesmerising. He captured the agony 

and insanity of the role, using his innate ability as an actor to communicate the young 

prince’s tortured mind to the audience. The staff involved were impressed by the 

pupils commitment and hard work throughout the process and would like to thank 

and congratulate them all for another memorable Kirkintilloch High School 

experience. If you missed the performance, catch it in February when the encore 

happens at the school - more info to follow. By Miss McLaughlin 
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Our annual PTA Christmas Fayre was a great success, raising over £1500 to add to 
our school fund. This is the most ever raised so it's definitely been worth the hard 
work and planning over the last few months. 
 
Thanks and well done to our wonderful Parent/Teacher Association for their support 
of the school and to all the pupils, parents, teaching, janitorial and canteen staff who 
made it possible. 
 
All parents/carers are welcome to join the PTA and help us to plan future events!  

By Mrs Davie 
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Congratulations to both teams from Kirkintilloch High School who finished runners-up 

in the Youth Speaks public speaking competition. It took place at Kirkintilloch Golf 

Club on Tuesday the 28
th
 of November and was run by the Rotary Club. The junior 

team comprised of main speaker Brianna Gillies, chairperson Duncan Jackson and 

“vote of thanks” Millie Clarkson, all in S2. Led by Brianna, they delivered an amusing 

and impassioned speech about Brianna’s worst nightmare – spiders! Naturally, they 

rose to the occasion and were only pipped at the post by another impressive team 

from St Ninian’s. The senior team were all sixth year students and included main 

speaker Cameron Hunter, chairperson Pierce Finnie and “vote of thanks” Ben 

Larman. Cameron railed against the horror that is the modern out-of-city-centre 

shopping centre. Again, a brilliant performance was only eclipsed by the team from 

St Ninian’s. However, both teams enjoyed the experience and KHS can only be 

hopeful of success when the teams are matched again next session.  By Mr Quadrelli 
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On Friday 1st December 2017, Advanced Higher Geography students 
sold red ribbons to pupils and staff to support World AIDS day. Any 
donation was accepted for a ribbon and money was deposited in 
collection jars which will be sent to the Terrence Higgins Trust. All senior 
phase pupils studying Geography learn about HIV/AIDS when we look 
at Development & Health issues around the world.  It is hoped that 
through raising awareness and money that further research can help 
those living with the diagnosis plus reduce the stigma attached to 
HIV/AIDS. Drugs available here in the U.K. can allow someone to live a 
normal life expectancy. It was fantastic to see many pupils and staff 
supporting this cause and thank you to all those who donated, as well 
as the students who sold the ribbons.  
 
By Mrs Reid 
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My name is Daniel and back in May of this year I embarked 
on my first trip out to Uganda in Africa. The trip lasted 
around a week and a half and was filled to the brim with 
tasks to do. I went out with my grandpa who has been 
involved in a project there for the past 15 years. Along with 
him was a team from a church in Glasgow called Partick 
trinity who have been out the last 2 years running the 
holiday club which was our main focus during our time out 
there. The holiday club was aimed at children up to the age 
of 12 – although this guideline didn't quite work out 
correctly with people in their teenage years turning up. Our 
aim for the week was to entertain the children from 9am till 
1pm with games, stories and quizzes etc. As this was a 
club following a Christian ethos we would teach them some 
memory verses as well. I would have to say that going out 
to Africa has been my biggest dose of life experience up to 
this point. We started the week with 590 children which is a 
lot. But by the time Friday came around we had 
accumulated just under 1,200 children. What made it even 
harder was the fact that there was only 20 leaders. That 
equals out to just under 70 children per person – Illegal in 
Scotland. Just being in a place so remote and 

disconnected was refreshing and invigorating, – and yes we had no WiFi until we got back to the 
airport (Shocking right). Overall my experience of Africa was life altering, and it has made me see 
just how different we have it here in the western world. These adverts on TV of children starving 
and becoming so dehydrated can sometimes seem in a distant reality from us, but when you 
experience it first hand, you start to see the bigger picture of the world. On the whole from my 
experience, Africa is a beautiful, picturesque country, and the people that live there take life at a 
whole other pace – something that I now try to do. 
By Daniel French, S4 

Pupil  

Voices 
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As soon as you step onto the boat, you are no longer a part of a busy, noisy, aggressive world. You be-
come a part of the environment, powered by the wind and aware of the currents, landmass and weather. I 
could spend three to four hours on the water and feel like I’ve been on a vacation.  I come from a sailing 
back ground as my parents are both sailors. I’ve been sailing since I was 8 and I was a member of the 
Largs Sailing Cadets for a considerable period of time where I learned a wide variety of skills which I have 
implemented into my racing. I went from complete beginner to being a competent sailor in a matter of sea-
sons.   

I sail a Hobie Cat 16 LE, which is a double handed beach catamaran. It is internationally recognized and 
has one of the largest racing fleets. Its asymmetric “banana” shaped hulls, eliminate the need for a dagger- 
board. The Hobie Cat 16 carries two sails which is known as the “mainsail” and “jib”. The catamaran has a 
large sail area for a small boat which generates a huge amount of power and acceleration, the boat is quite 
twitchy and performs well in any condition. 

I have also just recently got into the f18 catamaran sailing, the boat that I race is called a Hobie Cat 18 for-
mula. I race with my dad; this racing class is very male dominated. We are the only mixed team racing 
down at Largs, which is challenging! Unfortunately, due to us being 9 stone too light means that we tend to 
struggle to try to keep this racing machine under control in a stiff breeze whereas in light air we have the 
advantage! 

I aim to train 3 times a week, but it is very weather dependent. I’m now a member of two sailing clubs, I live 
near to a loch in Cumbernauld which is only a 15-minute drive from my house and at weekends I train at 
Largs.  

This July, I was on holiday in Greece in the beautiful island of Lefkas, in a location called Vassilliki, which is 
famous for its strong cross-shore winds most afternoons which are perfect for thrill and high- speed blasting 
across the bay. Whilst there, I had the fantastic opportunity to sail with Hans who is a world class Hobie Cat 
16 sailor from the Netherlands as his crew had to go home due to an emergency and was unable to com-
pete”. It was all last minute and I was running about like a headless chicken trying to get my kit prepared in 
time for the race.  I was briefed by the instructors about the racing course, starting sequence and racing 
rules. I was so paranoid about letting Hans down as he had such a good record for coming first in every 
race. 

Fortunately, we came first in every race, despite the wind being a bit changeable.  In racing it is all about 
good starts and racing tactics to try and outflank the opposition.  I learnt a lot from the experience and I 
have come away with a variety of new sailing techniques which I now implement into my own sailing.  

At the prize giving ceremony, Hans and I were awarded with a first-place medal and trophy (it is engraved 
in Greek) unfortunately I have no idea what it says!  

Catamaran sailing is not for the faint hearted, due to the speed and power of these boats it can go belly up 
extremely quickly.  For this reason, I carry a small divers’ knife to cut myself free if I was unfortunate 
enough to get trapped in the rigging.  I absolutely love my sailing, it is so challenging and rewarding and no 
two days are ever the same.   By Jade Coats, S6 
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For all of our latest diary updates and forthcoming 
events, please see our live updates at http://
www.kirkintilloch.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/calendar/
default.asp?pid=5&calid=1 
 
  
 

Diary Dates 

 

Contact Details 
 

Address: 

Kirkintilloch High School 

Waterside Road 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 3PA 

 

Telephone: 

0141 955 2372 

 

Email: 

office@kirkintilloch.e-

dunbarton.sch.uk 

KHS TWITTER 

FOLLOW US 

@KIRKINTILLOCHHS 

School Christmas Card 

 
 

 

 

Head Teacher Drop-Ins  

Parents/Carers are welcome to 

drop in for a chat on Tuesday 

evenings from 5pm—7pm.Call the 

school office to book a slot!  

Parent Council 

 

Our Parent Council continues 

to meet monthly to consult on 

important issues affecting our 

school.  To join, please contact 

Kenny Millar at 

kennymillar@mac.com 

 

All welcome! 

Huge congratulations to Rebecca McKean of 1E who won 
the school Christmas Card Competition for 2017.  Rebecca’s 
card has been shared across the Kirkintilloch Community, 
representing our school.  Thank you to the Art Department 
and to Mr Rafferty for organising this competition. 
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